
Florida Grand Opera Announces 
Winter 2021 Season of Specials and Shorts

January 4, 2021 – Florida Grand Opera (FGO) announced today its upcoming Season of 

Specials and Shorts. It is a season designed to provide live performance experiences while 

adhering to CDC requirements for social distancing with the ultimate goal of keeping both the 

audience and the company members healthy and safe. “Even in this time of COVID and other 

calamities, our need for music and art is ever-present. We have carefully consulted with the 

experts, and after a successful Fall season of concerts, we are so pleased to be presenting a 

Collection of Specials and Shorts. We are excited to be performing in different theaters and 

venues throughout Miami Dade and Broward counties. Intimate yet socially distanced spaces 

that are perfect for a unique storytelling experience,” said General Director and CEO, Susan T. 

Danis. 

This Winter Season will give FGO the unique opportunity of presenting smaller, more intimate 

operas that provide a rare pivot point from our home at both the Arsht and Broward Centers for 

the Performing Arts. The Miami Theater Center (MTC), located at 9806 NE 2nd Avenue in 

quaint Miami Shores, has been selected as the performing venue. It is easily assessable off 

either I-95 or Biscayne Boulevard, and there is abundant free street and lot parking. There are 

dining options across the street from the theater and along NE 2nd Avenue. 

The season will feature four American composers from the 20th and 21st centuries, opening 

with Jake Heggie’s Three Decembers. Based on Terrence McNally’s original script for Some 

Christmas Letters, the opera portrays a family and their struggle to connect. It is a poignant 

American opera with soaring melodies and heartbreaking musical moments. This intimate, 90-

minute chamber opera takes place over three decades during the AIDS crisis. Each section of 

the opera looks back on the events during a specific December between a famous stage 

actress mother and her two adult children. As family secrets are made known, resentment 

grows, and relationships become tested. This profound modern masterpiece has been in the 

Top Ten most performed North American works since 1991. 

Three Decembers 

Performances 

Saturday, January 30, 2021 8:00pm 

Sunday, January 31, 2021 3:00pm 

Tickets: $65 each. Purchase all three operas and save 20%. 



CAST 

Beatrice                      Amanda Sheriff

Charlie                        Efraín Solís 

Maddie                        Emily Pulley 

Director                       Jeffrey Marc Buchman 

Conductor                   Gregory Buchalter 

Costume Designer      Howard Kaplan 

Lighting Designer        Agnew Lighting Design, Inc. 

Properties Designer    Michael Miles 

New York Stories is composed by Daron Hagen, with a libretto by Hagen and Barbara Grecki. 

It presents three intimate vignettes based on real people’s experiences living in the big apple. 

The opera is musically conversational, with the first skit being fiery and romantic, following a 

woman living in the Upper West Side of Manhattan, coupled with an Italian immigrant who 

arrives to do maintenance work, and the romantic moment they share. The second tells the 

story of an Upper East Side woman getting a surprise visit from her brother. The third depicts a 

warm, domestic self-portrait of the composer and his spouse as new parents attempting to put 

their infant son to sleep after a night on the town. 

New York Stories 

Performances 

Saturday, February 13, 2021 8:00pm 

Sunday, February 14, 2021 3:00pm 

Tickets: $65 each. Purchase all three operas and save 20%. 

CAST 

Pamela                        Stephanie Doche 

Antonio                        Michael Miller 

Babs                            Amanda Sheriff 

Chip                             Michael Miller 

Mama                          Stephanie Doche 

Papa                            Michael Miller 

Director                        Jeffrey Marc Buchman 

Conductor                    Andrew Bisantz 

Costume Designer       Howard Kaplan 

Lighting Designer         Agnew Lighting Design, Inc. 

Properties Designer     Michael Miles 



The opera portion of the season wraps up with a double bill. Leonard Bernstein’s Trouble in 

Tahiti paints an intimate picture of the troubled marriage of a young suburban couple Sam and 

Dinah, longing for love and the ability to communicate. As we follow their journey through a 

facade of overcompensation and materialism, Dinah sings one of the most famous 

mezzosoprano arias, “What a movie!” depicting the movie Trouble in Tahiti she saw one 

afternoon. Emerging into a dreamlike sequence in which she immediately feels embarrassed 

for even conjuring the fantasy, we understand the yearning to escape within all of us. 

Trouble in Tahiti

Performances

Saturday, March 20, 2021 8:00pm 

Sunday, March 21, 2021 3:00pm 

CAST 

Sam                             Andrew Simpson 

Dinah                          Stephanie Doche 

1st trio member           Amanda Sheriff 

2nd trio member         Michael Miller 

3rd trio member          Angel Refuse 

Director                       Jeffrey Marc Buchman

Conductor                   Gregory Buchalter 

Costume Designer      Howard Kaplan

Lighting Designer        Agnew Lighting Design, Inc. 

Properties Designer    Michael Miles 

Signor Deluso is an over the top, one-act opera by composer and librettist Thomas Pasatieri. 

The opera contains love melodies, musical patter, and confrontations and harmonies of 

resolution. It is loosely based on Molière’s 1660 comedy Sganarelle, ou Le Cocu imaginaire 

Sganarelle) or The Imaginary Cuckold). Performed in English, this piece resonates with 

vivacious, over-the-top comedic characters, familial expectations, and exuberant lovers, all 

leaping to wrong conclusions. 

Signor Deluso

Performances 

Saturday, March 20, 2021 8:00pm 

Sunday, March 21, 2021 3:00pm 

Tickets: $65 each. Purchase all three operas and save 20%. 



CAST 

Célie                           Amanda Sheriff 

Gorgibus                     Andrew Simpson 

Rosine                        Stephanie Doche 

Léon                           Michael Miller 

Signor Deluso             To be Cast 

Clara                           Ashley Shalna 

Town Magistrate         Thandolwethu Mamba 

Director                       Jeffrey Marc Buchman 

Conductor                   Gregory Buchalter 

Costume Designer      Howard Kaplan 

Lighting Designer        Agnew Lighting Design, Inc.

Properties Designer    Michael Miles 

All operas will have simultaneous English and Spanish translations projected above the stage.

The three opera season will be complemented by a series of events and concerts held in 

neighborhoods throughout Miami Dade and Broward counties. 

Opera from a Sistah’s Point of View

Traveling the world as an international opera star, Angela Brown noticed something about 

audiences. “I would see very few people who looked like me,” says Brown. It looked like a 

racial divide on the surface, but when Brown performed at schools and universities across the 

country, she realized the gap was bigger than race. This compelled her to createOpera…from 

a Sistah’s Point of View that dispels the myths surrounding the sometimes-intimidating art form 

called opera. Showcasing the fresh talent of rising Black opera stars alongside Angela’s 

tongue-in-cheek commentary on the opera plots from a Black perspective, the show blows up 

preconceived expectations of opera. Opera…from a Sistah’s Point of View on Sunday 

February 28, 2021 will help people from all walks of life find themselves in and enjoy opera 

and will leave no doubt of the ethnic, geographic, and socioeconomic diversity depicted in 

opera characters. Angela likes to say, “Opera is not about being a certain way, dressing a 

certain way, speaking a certain way. It’s about experiencing, and opera is for everyone!”

Performances 

Sunday, February 28, 2021 3:00pm 

Sunday, February 28, 2021 7:30pm

Tickets: $10 General Admission    



An Evening of Spirituals, Jazz, and Opera

On Saturday, March 13, 2021, FGO and the Historic Hampton House will present An Evening 

of Spirituals, Jazz, and Opera showcasing some of our finest local singers. Finding the right 

location for these concerts was a priority. FGO is pleased to have developed a partnership 

with the Historic Hampton House Cultural Center, an iconic segregation-era motel and lounge 

located in Miami-Dade County’s Brownsville neighborhood. Throughout the 1950s, ’60s, and 

early ’70s, some of the most influential entertainers, athletes, and Civil Rights leaders visited, 

performed, and made history at the Hampton House, including Cannonball Adderley, Sam 

Cooke, Frank Sinatra, Nat King Cole, Marvin Gaye, Muhammad Ali, Jackie Robinson, Althea 

Gibson, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Malcolm X, and many more. Today, the newly restored 

building provides a forum for educational, cultural, and historical activities for residents and 

visitors to the Greater Miami area. The concerts will be held in their beautiful two level multi-

purpose room. 

Performances 

Saturday, March 13, 2021 7:30pm

Tickets: $10 General Admission 

Zarzuela and the Music of Latin American Composers

FGO will be performing two special concerts at Corpus Christi Church, located at 3220 NW 7th 

Avenue in Miami’s Allapattah neighborhood. The parish was founded in 1941 when mass was 

held at the Strand Theater. It was December 14, just a week after Pearl Harbor, and the first 

rectory was “Mango Manor,” a home built when the area surrounding it was a mango 

plantation. After four years of planning and fundraising, the parish overcame the daunting 

challenges caused by a shortage of supplies at the end of World War II – and a combined 

church and school, and a convent, were completed in 1947. The parishioners then persevered 

in building a permanent church, and the current structure was completed and dedicated in 

1959. The parish neighborhood was transformed after the arrival of Cuban refugees in the 

early 1960s, and then by the construction of major highways. The parish territory was divided 

into the Mother Church and four missions to serve the people and solve transportation 

problems encountered by the new immigrants. It is the perfect setting for the inclusion of 

Miami’s very diverse Latin Community.

A Special Evening of Zarzuela

First up on the evening of Friday, February 5, 2021, is a Special Evening of Zarzuela with the 

FGO Studio Artists and starring Cuban-American soprano and Miami’s own Elizabeth 

Caballero. Soprano Elizabeth Caballero is a frequent guest of numerous American and 

international opera houses, festivals, and concert venues. Her repertoire encompasses staples 



of the dramatic coloratura and full lyric repertoire, and she sang many of these roles on the 

stage of Florida Grand Opera. You will hear selections from your favorite Zarzuelas including, 

Cecelia Valdes, Maria la O, La Tabernera del Puerto, and Luisa Fernanda, to name but a few.

Performance

Friday, February 5, 2021  7:30PM

Tickets: $20 General Admission   

A Tribute to Latin American Composers

FGO will then feature the Studio Artists in a Tribute to Latin American Composers starring 

Catalina Cuervo, the fiery Colombian soprano who calls Miami home. This very special 

concert is scheduled for Friday, March 26, 2021. Ms. Cuervo has the distinction of having 

performed the most performances of Maria in Astor Piazzolla’s Maria de Buenos Aires. She is 

also known for her interpretation of the role of Frida in Robert Xavier Rodriguez’s opera of the 

same name. The concert will feature opera, art song, and other classical music from many 

Latin composers. You’ll enjoy the music of Daniel Catán, Heitor Villa-Lobos, Jaime Leon, Astor 

Piazzolla, and other composers from throughout South America. 

Performance

Friday, March 26, 2021  7:30PM  

Tickets: $20 General Admission 

SongFest 

This year Songfest is more diverse in its programming than ever. In Miami, this series of 

concerts has found a new home at the Art Deco Museum located at 1001 Ocean Drive in 

Miami Beach. With easy access parking nearby, the museum is sure to become a favorite 

destination for SongFest. Tickets are $10 for general admission. 

The Program for Miami includes: 

Wednesday, February 3, 2021 

Dramatic Journey of a Diva, featuring Soprano Sarah Payne 

A concert of high notes, beautiful melodies, and soaring lines from the works of Richard 

Strauss and Richard Wagner. 

Wednesday, February 24, 2021 

Viva Verdi, featuring Bass-Baritone Rafael Porto 
The music of Giuseppe Verdi, from songs to opera arias! Some of the most recognizable 
music of the operatic canon featuring arias from La Traviata, Rigoletto, Macbeth, and more. 



Wednesday, March 10, 2021 

The Art of the Countertenor, featuring Countertenor Key’mon Murrah 

Sophisticated and beautiful sacred music to dramatic and virtuosic opera arias, the 

countertenor’s voice is a unique male voice whose vocal range is that of a female contralto or 

mezzo-soprano. This concert will feature centuries worth of music representing the rich history 

of this voice type, featuring Handel, Bach, and Vivaldi’s music to today’s composers such as 

Dove, Muhly, and Hagen. 

The Broward County program includes:

Friday, January 22, 2021 

The Great American Songbook – Art Serve 

From Berlin to Gershwin to Carmichael to Cahn, this concert will feature a comprehensive 

collection of standards from the Greatest American composers. The “Great American 

Songbook” is the canon of the most important and influential American popular songs and jazz 

standards from the early 20th century that have stood the test of time in their life and legacy. 

Friday, February 19, 2021 

Baroque and Classical Opera – Art Serve 

Don’t miss your chance to hear opera’s most famous arias by Florida Grand Opera’s up and 

coming stars! Consisting of arias from J.S. Bach, G.F. Handel, C. W. Gluck, W.A. Mozart, A. 

Salieri, L. van Beethoven, the concert keeps to the classical staples of opera repertoire. 

Friday, March 12, 2021 

20th and 21st Century Opera and Musical Theater - Center for Spiritual Living

An enchanting evening of opera favorites and light and fun-loving musical theater, this favorite 

among FGO audiences never ceases to delight and amaze.   

Saturday, March 27, 2021 

Studio Artist Final Sing - Center for Spiritual Living

Take advantage of your last opportunity to hear our Studio Artists in this intimate, but socially 

distanced setting. Programming TBA. 

All concerts begin at 7:30 PM and are $10. Free for FGO subscribers. Broward County venues 

will include Art Serve, located at 1350 E Sunrise Blvd, Fort Lauderdale, FL and the Center for 

Spiritual Living, 4849 N Dixie Hwy, Oakland Park, FL. 



Ticket Information

Tickets are currently on sale, and can be purchased at $65 for reserved seating for each 

opera (with a 20% discount when you purchase all three), $10-$20 for general admission 

seating for each special concert, and $10 for general admission for each SongFest 

performance. Tickets are available online at www.FGO.org or by calling the FGO Box Office, 

Monday – Friday, 10am – 4pm, at 1.800.741.1010. No refunds or exchanges. Programs and 

artists subject to change. All events will be held in strict accordance with CDC guidelines for 

social distancing. Masks will be required.

http://www.FGO.org/
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